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What is a thesis proposal

Thesis proposal is a document presenting a general overview of your work. It is generally done as a written report and presented on a seminar. A thesis proposal is an overview of your research. It gives you a guideline to work with.

A thesis proposal:

Clarifies the paper’s aims,

Defines its perspectives,

Describes the methods to be used,

Foresees problems and ways of solving them,

Predicts outcomes.

How to write a dissertation (or thesis) research proposal

Your research proposal will:

Demonstrate that you will undertake significant research in your field.

Provide a context and background for your research.

Allow you to develop the depth and breadth of your understanding of your topic.

Allow you to establish your theoretical framework.

Allow you to decide which methodological approach you will use.
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Abstract
The Abstract starts off your thesis proposal by introducing a summary of the complete proposal. This will explain the problem or issues you will address, investigate, or research. This section should be fairly brief, but should provide enough basic information to explain your proposed research and/or dissertation fully.
A brief summary of your thesis research proposal:

Present a brief introduction to the issue

Make the key statement of your thesis

Give a summary of how you want to address the issue

Include a possible implication of your work

Introduction
This section provides an introduction to the problem you will be studying. This section, as well as the entire thesis proposal, will differ significantly depending on whether the proposal is for a science discipline or an arts and humanities discipline. This introduction section should emphasize that your topic is an area worthy of great study and attention.
This section sets the context for the proposed research and should capture the reader’s interest.

Explain the background of your study starting from a broad picture narrowing in on your research theme

Review some of the existing research on your topic

Establish the need for further research and in particular for the question that your are proposing

Literature review

What has already been said on the topic;

Who the key writers are;

What the prevailing theories and hypotheses are;

What questions are being asked;

What methodologies and methods are appropriate and useful.

What counts as ‘literature’?

‘Literature’ covers everything relevant that is written on a topic: books, journal articles, newspaper articles, historical records, government reports, thesis and dissertations, etc.

The important word is ‘relevant’.

Show how prevailing ideas fit into your own thesis, and how your thesis agrees or differs from them.

Research plan

Research aims & questions

Clearly state aims of the research;

Present the core question that the research will investigate and answer (state the hypothesis that will be tested)

Theoretical framework

State what trend you will pursue and which theory you will use in your thesis

Outline the core concepts in your research and explain them

Methodology

What techniques and procedure will be used?

How will data be collected and analyzed?

What resources and equipment will be used?

Why you have selected this approach?

Work plan including timetable

List the stages of your research and the major tasks to be undertaken within each stage in a table format

Indicate deadlines you have set for completing each stage

Discuss any particular challenges that need to be overcome

Expected outcomes & implications

What will you learn in this research? (state major results)

What new knowledge will the research produce?

(state features and innovations of your thesis)

Why is it worth knowing? What are the major implications?




























